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Heath and Holmewood Parish Council 
Minutes of the virtual meeting held on Wednesday, 11th November 2020 at 7pm. 
 

01/11/11/2020  
To receive apologies for absence 
Cllr L Stone 
 
02/11/11/2020  
Variation of Order of Business 
None 
 
03/11/11/2020  
Declaration of Members Interest 
Cllr Cornwell – North East Derbyshire District Council 
Cllr Parry – HHHFG 
 
04/11/11/2020  
Public Speaking 
Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and asked if they wished to speak. 
The Reverend of All Saints Church, Heath stated she had several questions, starting with what plans the council had 
for the events at Christmas and do any of the events clash.  
Cllr S Cornwell confirmed that the council were not doing the usual event this year due to the pandemic, but gifts 
would be distributed to the children. 
The Reverend asked that the council consider the limited burial space at the churchyard, there is only enough space 
for the next 5-10 years.  It was agreed to discuss at a future meeting, the clerk advised she would contact the 
Reverend regarding this question. 
The Reverend said that members of the church had complained that the car park next to the MUGA had not got the 
lights on and it made it difficult to use the car park.   The clerk said the MUGA lighting had now been switched to 
winter mode and should help light the car park. The clerk recommended contacting Derbyshire County Council about 
lamp post lighting as that is their responsibility.   
The Reverend commented on un-harvested fields in and around Holmewood, and the increasing need at local 
foodbanks, she asked the council to comment. Cllr S Cornwell stated this is a private matter for the landowner and 
the council could not do anything about it. 
Cllr S Cornwell asked other members of the public if they wished to speak but received no response. 
Parish Councillor 
Cllr A Parry had received a request from Heath Community Group for Christmas lighting, flowers, and poppies to be 
erected in Heath estate, this was on the agenda for discussion. 
Derbyshire County Council  
Cllr N Barker stated the grant he had arranged for HHHFG had been paid. He had also assisted the Clerk with issues 
regarding replacement light columns in village. Cllr S Cornwell raised the issue of vehicles parked on the kerbside. 
She had been approached by residents living near to the local garage who are concerned with the inconsiderate 
parking and volume of vehicles. Cllr N Barker said if enforcement officers attended then residents as well as the 
garage could be prosecuted. Cllr J Vongyer said she uses the garage; it has a large car park to the rear and could they 
not be encouraged to use it for customers. 
Police 
An agenda was sent, however on officers were available. 
North East Derbyshire District Council 
Cllr S Cornwell reported that North East Derbyshire District Council had not met so there was not anything to report, 
but she would like to mention the homeless gentleman from the area who had passed away. Several people in the 
community had asked about him, and Cllr S Cornwell would like to thank the caring, loving, generous people in the 
community who tried to help him.  
 

05/11/11/2020 
To confirm the minutes of the Parish meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 
To confirm the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on Tuesday 3rd November 2020 
Resolved to approve both set of minutes. 
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06/11/11/2020  
Chair’s Announcements 
Thanks to Cllr A Parry for arranging Remembrance Day event. 
Cllr S Cornwell announced that Cllr D Broomhead had resigned from the council. His letter of resignation was read 
out. He thanked staff and members and complimented the Clerk on being the “best Clerk he had worked with in 50 
years”. 
 
07/11/11/2020  
Finance 
1. RFO presented bank reconciliation, payment request and budget monitoring to council. Two late items for 

payment were presented, Woolley Moor Nurseries for hanging baskets and annual planting £4,572 including vat, 
and Oxo media for updating the Parish website £6.25. All payments were approved. 

2. RFO had circulated a precept/budget proposal prior to the meeting. Councillors discussed the budget and the 
merits of increasing the precept or keeping it at its current level. Cllr S Cornwell said if the council were to set a 
deficit budget (an overspend in the year) this would be taken from the reducing reserves. The RFO pointed out 
that the precept/budget is based on current expenditure and rather than increase the precept there is an option 
to cut spend.   
Cllr A Parry asked what NEDDC were doing, it was noted that they have not set their budget yet. 

       Cllr G Wallage proposed 3% increase to enable council to carry out all it currently does. 
       Cllr M Vongyer suggested making cuts and recognising it is tight times for all residents, proposing a 0% increase. 
       Cllr Cornwell asked if there were any other proposals.  A vote was taken, Cllr’s Cornwell, Wallage, Smalley,  
       A Parry and S Parry voted for 3% increase.  Cllr’s J Vongyer and M Vongyer voted for 0% increase. 
       Resolved to increase precept by 3%. 
       RFO to email NEDDC. 
 
08/11/11/2020  
Report of the Clerk 
1. All actions and updates had been carried out. 
1.2 Searston Avenue play park update – the clerk advised within the next few weeks the replacement parts are to be 

fitted by Ellesmere Play and as soon as the repair is completed the play area will be re-opened. 
The clerk advised that the MUGA remains open during lockdown, there is new signage and an updated risk 
assessment. 

Correspondence 
1. A Freedom of Information request had been received asking for a copy of the Contracts Register. The clerk had 

responded. This led onto further questions that the Clerk and RFO have/are currently dealing with. 
1.1 Derbyshire County Council recently removed several lighting columns which had the Parish Council’s   

Christmas lighting connectors on them. Contractors had removed them and now could not locate them. 
Derbyshire County Council have agreed to replace fittings. 

1.2 A thank you was received from Heath Village Community Group for the display of poppies, with a thank 
you to the parish warden for erecting them. The poppy display combined with the use of flags over the 
memorial wheel in the community garden was an excellent tribute on Remembrance Sunday. 

Items for information 
1 DALC correspondence – November 2020 (previously circulated to members) 

 
Report of the Events Chairperson (previously circulated to members) 
1 Cllr A Parry confirmed she had sent an update to all members about the Remembrance Event, bringing 

members attention to the invoice from Oxo media for hire of equipment and editing of film, £175.00. 
Cllr Parry would like the film of the event released on social media and confirmed, attendees were aware they 
were being filmed. Suggestions were made that the film is sent to the Derbyshire Times. Cllr J Vongyer said that 
many villages had their own event and that this may only be of interest to residents. Cllr M Vongyer asked that 
we acknowledge the young resident who kindly filmed the event, Logan Noakes.  Members Resolved to approve 
the invoice from Oxo media. 
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09/11/11/2020  
Items for determination 
1 Co-option – it was noted that 3 expressions of interest had been received.  NEDDC instructed the Parish that we 

must hold a meeting to co-opt the vacancy.  It will have to be a virtual meeting to comply with Covid-19 
regulations.  The Clerk confirmed this co-option is for one position only, and that the other vacancy will be done 
through elections in May 2021.  Discussion were had regarding preference of picking a councillor to reflect all 
areas of the parish, however it was agreed that all councillors represent all residents and where members live is 
not a consideration. A vote was taken as to when the meeting would take place, Cllr’s S Parry, A Parry, S 
Cornwell, and G Wallage voted December, Cllr’s W Smalley, J Vongyer and M Vongyer voted January.  It was 
Resolved that a meeting would be held on 9th December 2020. 
 

2 Vehicle MOT/Service - The Clerk stated that in the past the council vehicle had been taken to Toyota for its 
MOT and service, but last year was taken to a garage in Temple Normanton, can the council confirm that it is ok 
to let the warden take the vehicle there again. A discussion was had around using a local business, and it was 
suggested that the council use local businesses where appropriate, however the garage in question is the same 
garage that residents are having issues around parking.  A vote was called as to whether to use the garage at 
Temple Normanton which received 4 votes, Cllr’s Cornwell, Wallage, A Parry and S Parry or the garage in 
Holmewood which received 3 votes, Cllr’s J Vongyer , M Vongyer and W Smalley.  Resolved to use the garage in 
Temple Normanton. 
 

3 Heath Village Christmas Lighting – the Clerk explained that there was no provision for Christmas lighting in 
Heath Village other than what they had last year on the village hall.  The Clerk had received a late request from 
Heath Village Community Group, and therefore it would be too late to arrange for December 2020. 

    Cllr A Parry read out an email from Heath Village Community Group asking for street lighting and a      
    possible ‘light up house’ or best lit house competition. The Clerk confirmed there is no provision for this    

         year, but in future if the request is received by September it will be considered by the council.  
         Cllr M Vongyer thought the competition was a good idea and should be parish wide. It was Resolved that  
         Cllr Parry could co-ordinate the competition from the Christmas budget. 
 
4       Local residents’ question  
 
4.1   “Why aren’t Remembrance poppies, festive lighting and seasonal flowers displayed through Heath estate?”     
          Clerk had received several emails asking the above question and had responded that in the past the  
          ‘central line’ through the parish up to Heath was used as the basis for displays. Cllr S Cornwell commented  
          that it was not financially possible to decorate all the estates in the parish. Cllr M Vongyer asked if it was  
          main streets, why was it through Heath Village? Also stating if Heath estate got decorations then other             
          estates would also be entitled to displays. Cllr A Parry said that Heath Community Group thought they                          
          should follow bus routes and that Heath estate should be treated as its own entity, and is currently not  
          treated fairly.  Cllr G Wallage agreed with Cllr M Vongyer that the council cannot afford to display on all  
          estates. Suggestions were made by the Clerk to have a specific budget and have display go to different  
          estates each year on rotation. Cllr M Vongyer suggested decorating entrances to estates. It was made  
          clear by the Clerk that it is too late to order Christmas displays for this year. Cllr S Cornwell stated that  
          earlier in the meeting the budget had been set and did not include any additional expenditure on the  
          items being discussed, and to consider where the funding would come from. The clerk advised that the  
          lighting contract was finishing this year and therefore Cllr M Vongyer stated, “when looking at a new contractor        
          next year it would be a better time to discuss this matter”. Cllr S Cornwell said all areas would need     
          consideration.  Resolved that this item would be deferred until next year, when it will be on the agenda for     
          further discussion. The Clerk stated in the meeting she would work with all community groups involved. It was  
          noted that both Councillors and Officers suggested positive ways forward.  
 
 4.2   The discussion regarding the poppies, lighting and flowers for Heath estate had taken place in 4.1 and  
          all Councillors agreed to defer the matter on each item, poppies, lighting, and flowers until next year at  
          the appropriate time.  Cllr S Cornwell suggested that the Clerk contact all community groups for them to 
          input on future displays. 
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5       Heath Pocket Park – Cllr S Cornwell was glad to see two members of the Heath Community Group had joined     
         the meeting. The clerk reported that she had met with an independent surveyor to look at the issue of the  
         ground under the play equipment and the drainage problem.  The clerk explained the outcome of meeting     
         including possibility of drilling drainage holes, membrane, aggregate with grass matting on top. A District    
         procured contractor would charge approximately £1,200, less than the quote from Touchwood of   
         approximately £5,000.  The surveyor also raised issues regarding how slippery the equipment is, and the  
         notches on the Tangle Trail.  Resolved that the clerk was to contact Touchwood about the surveyor’s safety      
         concerns.  The next step is that if the groundwork can be done cheaper, the group would be able to sign off the  
         equipment, and if a satisfactory surveyor’s report is given, the work should be able to go ahead and the park  
         complete.  It had been Resolved at a previous meeting for the clerk to resolve issues as soon as possible, and  
         only bring back to council if further costs are to be incurred. 
 
6       S137 grant – HHHFG  
         The group had submitted a request for funding to support local families in need, affected by Covid-19.  The     
         clerk read out the request. Cllr M Vongyer questioned what budget this would come from and the RFO 
         confirmed it would be from grants budget, which only had £37.50 spend versus a budget of £3,000.  
         Cllr G Wallage suggested 2 months support, equating to £1,120.  All councillors agreed to Resolve except Cllr  
         A Parry who had declared an interest in this item and did not take part. 
 
7       Heath Village Cultivation Licences – the clerk explained an issue regarding future grounds maintenance       
         responsibility for certain areas covered under the licence.  All councillors Resolved to agree with the group to        
         withdraw the applications concerned. 
 
8       North East Derbyshire Local Plan 2014 – Councillors discussed the proposed consultation, it was thought it   
         left communities unable to stop building in their area. It was Resolved to make no parish council 
         representation. 
 
10/11/11/2020 
Planning matters 
20/00160/FL – application for 1no detached house with integral garage at land adjacent, the west side of 1 Heath 
Road, Heath – conditionally approved – 27 October 2020. 
20/00908/CATPO – notification of intention to fell on Eucalyptus tree – Ivy Cottage, Mansfield Road, Heath – no 
objection – 29th October 2020. 
20/00936/CATPO – notification of intention to fell 1no silver birch and 1no mountain ash tree – The Barn, Main 
Street, Heath – no objection – 29th October 2020. 
Applications 
20/00861/FL – erection of new cold store building (use class B8) with associated plant room, service yard and car 
parking – land to the rear of Dukes Close, Wood Street and Cavendish Close accessed from Park Road, Holmewood – 
Rick Bestwick Ltd 
Cllr S Cornwell has already raised concerns about this application for being so close to properties and footpaths. Cllr 
A Parry had been approached by a local resident and a group from Dukes Close that are already opposing the 
application.  Members Resolved that the Clerk objects to application on behalf of the Council, including, loss of 
ecological woodland, impact on residents and increased noise. 
20/00909/FLH – demolish existing upvc porch and conservatory and replace with single storey extension – The Croft, 
Main Road, Heath 

 
 
  
 


